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Dear Barjsy* 

after a alij^lc* reading of Ooij©tt*s •’Hlxon Bug Syeteia Siwplo” in today's 
3.8 not lajawlod ae cri'W.oiaEi, It ia an expreaeioi of regrats, that something 
like vhxs story waan t done wlian I firat ai^igoatoU it to you, eftor Idle existeacse of the 
aye^a momm towim, md that Cjto didn't do furtiier cheeking bc.e««»« hf^ has left aoiao 
of tae key >iuostiona I liad in i«iad when I first wrote you unaaJced and. imanswex=ed* 

I aia not an e?^rt in these laatters but I }mve had ©xtensivt- ®!cpdrienoe with an 
aa^rtiaont of recordere in difforont nituationa, inoluding the Bioat adverse acouatloa 
and oariy and inexpenalve voloe aoti'^httion* 

Coim'u ia a good jduce. It dose adaj anequivooai tisat, in Hal hipaet'a voxdsa 

^ alleged (juaXity and eophiatlcatd.on 

is bullshit or i-n^iraotioal for the purposea of the bugging. It i-eminda me of wiiat I then 
knew :ma this stoxy contradiota for the flrat tiiaa imbliely, that McCord', moment 
^ a i.ho Boat vent for tl^at one, and it ia me of tho early tionditioainjr fftotora, 

^ i»f>r^.ga os tho B.;parti!!ont of Dioinforsaation on this vhole Watorgate bueixtosa have 
oeon Tutmr erl^ctivo the pap^ra h^n mwikBV0d WffXLarXy^ 

^ ^ purpose, lot me toll you a U tlo ator/ about Lloaot mu thiB 

stofx I havo collod buUshlt, tho fquBUty" Ja»*. X was at his phvoo oncw luid hen wondered 

aophletlcated equiyiaent, unhidden. She 
oat^aible waa to bo iJitsrvieweA for a talk tdiow, on ta]». With all i'mt hlgli-oiftaa 

at^, intwrvlwer, 8upi>o»edly a mend of Idpsot’e, u8S4l hie own portable t^pe recorder 
^d a amglo jalko. I ean't roju^aber any intervieia or any show except with a iJ«nai whei« 
t^rtj was jaor<3 tiiau oau isiko. Even on TV, uJumthi* .mOier Bike is ooBr. 4 m, i liavt- done 
shows wJiero two jiuesta shai«ki a single stand mike.l’his interviewer used hlpaefa diidiu- 
rooJ3, not m acoustiCiiUy-prepardd plaoe, mvl mt broadcast quality. 

How it JmRionod tJ»t tiioro wore aoiao youg college kids in the I^s Angeles area who 
wore sup, 0 ^ to do smao interviewing, bipoot liad two Concord 530 aachinos Iw was to 
have lot thorn have, i happen stiU to tmve two id ntloai mcJiinea. ^my wei-t. d-ioau, as 
I^Bmber it about $100 each In 1964, when I got them. Xhey volce-activeted/This 
low pxlce included ovorytliing, mliA, voioe-aotivation, eta. Bat the work they did ims 
go^ onou# for n rtmX pro like bipsot to use tlim .mxifei8oiQntt i liv ,(I ut^cd tlx.*? voice-, 
activation for one thinfe only, to save a hand. I lujed the machinfe for ticking xxotoa, the 
lor jy wife to use in transoj.'lblng. The sliglitest aouxid would start them up and 
we probicM oi. the gap from tliu instant of the eovuxd was never sellouts for my wife, with 
twico the hap coiapar .d >fit2i dixcon's. 3Xo’<iest s|>eud on ttu.B ^oncoil Biodel is i 7/o* 

( id^tification of the Bony xaodol was first public I etked a raixsrter 

xn u dia^t city to consult a friarxd of his about its oepabilitiea. His 
m«id iiao u Jii-fi shop. I rojaembor his j*eporting that it had 15/16 cnoability, This Is 
^ only w^ you can get six hours on a single side of a five-inoh reel. However, 't is 
soj^a iwu^a of mmd, not six elapsed hours, even though noises li>;e airejxs wiU aotl- 
*T^?**®* laashines, 12 hours. And itxixmbor, the locator was tho Initial control. 
It ovorwyodo the voioe«^otivation.XI got to Washington too lixfroquaxtly to have gotten the 
specs on thi^ but if you hav.r thesi I would woloome a CO]^ ixnd if you w^uxt b» to 

Inform you oi anything I nay see or auspoot. I'll be glad to. 

What 4.U of icsscdiatd iutorost, except ail tho ‘'iaauiiibles” end tilings like tliat is 
^ ao louch oau be lost. Hero Caimi me filled, as was whosever edited hia ^.ce, iJnl^ 
is an auto^tic-rowind feature on the mxwihihe, which X do not balKm^ to bo common, 

^ rv^ooMs anew. I 'oolievo 

eut<mtlc reVfiml. If this one did, then its unattended 

machines are two-track and 
neijal^d tho. explanation that on tliat 

aunduy, April 15, the tup© ^uet ran out. 
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Auttmtic shutoff is aot 

But it seoas to ta<i that atsy condition pomlttln^' the end of taping negated hixon’s 
pu3?pO8«0* BesideB# he is never ‘dthout a Ssoret Sertfioe escort whioh could have watched 
the toael^ea* 

I aia agnlTi ougj^jsting that it is tis^ for deficAtive arlthaetle* la ^uat too 
coavcettl'-?at that the taps all-iseKlly ran out wheti It did because It would seem appsi'««t 
that It ooinoidal with ooavcrsatiotts of orlednal nature. I ara confident 1 know swae of 
this of tJmt day and oven iaore confidant with othsr Hysteiioua disapieorancss of recorded 
words, 

h»% mi toll you two littlte stoii-iis, ona to iliuwtrato thw copafetlitics of cheap 
Sony e^'iui^.iKcnt ^none of vdii<di i» not good) and ijue to perhaps fyaucs. 

Thin naiviQ rotijswi report friend gave m a littlo Bmy TC 40 very portable oasBStts 
mcliihs with built-in a4i» to uoo ixi iatervlows. Jaiaes St«*l llay*s voloo rr^tcorde poorly, 
ead the conditions In tho cjaxiiauti-aecurity jail in viich i interviewed hia mvo tsjrrlble. 

All six surf rioso wore conorete. I had used a aoro expetiaivo iwiclitrus with external j-dk© 

X could poiiit ri^it at hiu and it tUdii*t get overythiiig. Somo of those tetpe® are in- 
oowprtshonoible, Jhit froia t)ie tfjao X started uaint-j: tho TC 40 t never loot a word, of }iia 
Or any of the other four prisonera I intervlcfwed it the* boe® >il cr in Leavenworth^ also 
emorotod in, I followed tJie undeviating p^cUse of having the built-in mike point directly 
at Hay or tho others. I waa always ^ 180 in the oppooite directiou. ho one of 
was svs?r loot, X never noodsd the ©xtra-aensitivo axtoitial mike 3ony rnkm, with built- 
in prffiwjp. It is Gh»ap, selling for about SJO. The iaoxpen^dve built-in taike is tliat 
Bensitive, Am oanidireetionQl. In fact, until ho got his own maohixie, tlds mad© a protpLea 
whon I played bnok and «iuJ>bod tho Isitervlmra for the la yers, fly other oassetta aaohine 
had boon iutoroeptod once on one of the sovaral occasions on which my bag^ige was* (flnee 
a brand now typewritor* was destroyed with real profeasionolism, witiiout iuuving a 
soratch on tlw oase») This other maohino hae tho record maclianlsm tamperod with so 
expertly that all the osrvicico available to tho how Orleans jwlice could no t repair it* 

The fuovory Jiaa mde at loaat a Jialf-doaon unmieooasful efforts and I can*t afford to 
replace all tliat wos Jiggered with. Bo, I vm it for pluybatik only. Until Lossr got Mb 
own mchii» like sy Sony, wh<m we d<ibbod directly to it hy cablo, I played the topes 
on the old maOiiis and imvlng the TC40 butlt-in Mke pick thoia up antUake 

new tapes. The Soisy was so ”a« » ^MS < l when we wonted to dioouse wiytldaii; wo had to turn 
both iaaohinsBoff not to pick up wlxat we were oaying, Where inioixat is in tho voice, tho 
cost of the equipment ia not a real factor, This also is a 8100 machine, 

Thctti was a time when I iwpt one of theoe old Conorodds with voice-activation near 
ty pJiono, for two reasons, OocasioaalXy a witaeae would call rote ajid I could then recoil 
tile interview, Lsas frequently X got threato. But X never used tlio voice-activation laode. 

It has five tlifforent raodos of operationK and it is not poasibie to ehift by aocident, 

I used tile one in wliich it was poeMblo to use a suction— oup phono pickup aivi it al<me« 
Sowevor, twice after I was away txm home I returned to find tills laaohine switched to the 
voioe-activation mode* Once Is stopped using that roaohins, this coincidence ended. Other 
indioationa of intrusion, by the way, have not. On the aooond «y wife and I, by pxo- 
arrangomrwit, both Jiad asodioal apikiintiaents in Voahiugton, ao m wore both eone foi' the> 
day. Of tho sovoral indicati<Mis that nomoono had been in thu house in our absence is the 
disappoaranoe of thi plaati« b^ in whioh I Icopt rotum-addrosB labels. I canH 
imagine why anyone wouX<i want it, isit X laso have kept it ia tho eame placo for years. 

So, X hopii the aiosing piscoa of this tape-equipment story Mil bti followed up. 

If Gohen has any details he did not use, I would lik<? to know then. 



^^^booerely. 



